
Welcome to Bonaly!
Please meet at the Barn Activity Area for 

your session
Packet Includes:

• Site Map
• Session Plan
• Risk Assessment
• Standard Operating Procedure
• Equipment Check List (On Back)

Sean Crossan

Activity Pack:
Mini Beast Hunt
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Session Plan – 1 hour 30 minutes

• Duration: 60-90 minutes

• Target Age: Cubs / Beavers / Primary-Age Explorers

• Location: Woodland & Grassland Areas around Bonaly Scout Centre

• Theme: Discovery, Nature Connection & Bug-Fueled Excitement!

• SESSION AIMS: Ignite curiosity about local mini beasts, Encourage careful observation and 
gentle handling of wildlife, Build teamwork and appreciation for nature

INTRODUCTION (5–10 mins) 
Get excited! You’re heading on a bug safari!
Gather everyone together and cover: What is a mini beast? (Insects, spiders, beetles, worms, slugs, etc.) Why are they important? (Pollination, 
decomposition, food chains) Where do they live? (Under logs, in grass, on trees – but not in pockets!)
Ask: “What do you think we might find today?”  “Who’s ready to be a BUG DETECTIVE?”
SAFETY & RESPECT BRIEF
Roll logs gently and return them exactly as found, Don’t poke with sticks or fingers – use bug pots or lift gently, Handle creatures with care and always return 
them where found, Wash hands after the activity, Stay within the defined area (leaders will explain  boundaries)
THE HUNT! (30–50 mins)
Split into small teams or pairs. Each group gets a mini beast kit. Encourage them to: Check different micro-habitats: under stones, leaves, in bark crevices, 
long grass Use magnifiers to study movement, colour, legs, wings Try identifying what they’ve found using the sheet (or name it creatively !)
Optional Challenge Ideas: Who can find the most legs in one pot? Spot something with wings, something that wriggles, and something that hides! Create a 
“Bug of the Day” award
OPTIONAL EXTRA- BUG HOTELS (10-30 mins)
Now that the group has got familiar with the kinds of habitats that the bugs like we can have a go at making Bug Hotels! Give as much or as little guidance as 
you would like to let them be creative. Encourage them to build them well away from walkways and through paths as otherwise they might get knocked over! 



Risk Assessment 
Mini Beasts 

No Hazard Who it effects Unmanaged risk Control measures Managed risk 

1 Insufficient 
Instruction/Supervision 

Participants/Inst
ructor 

Medium Mini Beast sessions to be run by suitably qualified /experienced inst 
Boundaries of area used should be set dependent on group age and ability. 
Maximum instructor ratio of 1 to 12. 

Low 

2 Low Branches (Eyes) Participants/Inst
ructor 

Medium Instructor to brief participants to take care when moving through wooded 
areas. 
No running through woodland 

Low 

3 Stings (bees, wasps and 
other insects) 

Participants/Inst
ructor 

Medium Instructor to be aware of any participants who have specific insect allergies 
and know how to deal with such emergencies. 

Low 

4 Plants Participants/Inst
ructor 

Medium Instructor to be aware of any participants with specific plant allergies or 
hay fever and carry the necessary medication.  
Participants must be warned of prickly and stinging plants in woods. 
Participants must wash their hands before eating. 
Participants must not pick plants. 

Low 

6 Lifting logs and stones Participants/Inst
ructor 

Medium Care to be taken of fingers and toes when lifting stones or logs. 
If participants can’t lift object easily on their own then instructed to leave 
it. 

Low 

7 Hypo/Hyperthermia and 
exposure 

Participants Medium Instructor to ensure participants have appropriate clothing for the 
prevailing conditions and to monitor participants during the session.  

Low 

8 Medical conditions that 
could affect the activity  

Participants Medium Instructor to check with group if there are any medical conditions/Injuries 
which may affect their participation. 

Low 

9 Slippery/uneven surfaces 
and trip hazards 

Participants/Inst
ructor 

Medium Instructor to make participants aware of conditions underfoot. 
No running through woodland. 

Low 

Assessor 
 

Date Review Date 

Sean Crossan 25/01/26 25/01/27 

 



Standard Operating Procedure
Standard Operating Procedure – All Activities

Supervisors will be given copies of Standard Operating Procedures and 
Risk Assessments for the activity. The safety of participants is at all times 
the responsibility of the supervisor.

The supervisor must:
• Read and comply with the Standard operating procedure, Risk 

Assessment and activity instructions.
• Complete the sign out sheet before using the activity.
• Must supervise the activity for its entire duration and not hand over 

responsibility to any other person at any time.
• Ensure there is adequate first aid provision.
• Maintain adequate group control at all times.
• Ensure participants are suitably attired for the prevailing weather 

conditions and activity.
• Be aware of any participant medical conditions that may affect the 

activity.
• Make participants aware of conditions underfoot.
• Fully brief participants on the activity, paying particular attention to 

risks highlighted in the Risk Assessments and Standard Operating 
Procedures.

• Report any loss or damage to the equipment/activity.

Standard Operating Procedure – Burn Dipping
Maximum group size per supervisor of 12

The supervisor must:

• Check area for hazards, pollution and water level of Burn prior to activity.

• Maintain adequate group control and have sight of all participants at all times.

• Only use the designated area.

• Brief participants on safe use of net poles.

• Ensure that no one drinks from the Burn.

• Be present for the duration of the activity.

• Ensure there is adequate first aid provision.

• Ensure participants are suitably attired for the prevailing weather conditions 
and activity.

• Be aware of any participants aware of medical conditions that may affect the activity.

• Make participants aware of conditions underfoot.

• Fully brief participants on the activity, paying particular attention to risks highlighted 
in the Risk Assessment Standard Operating Procedures.

• Report any loss or damage to the equipment/activity.



Equipment Check List

☐ Identification Charts
☐ Collection pots (small) 
(4)
☐ Plastic collection trays (2)
☐ Magnification Jars (4)
☐ Magnifiers (4) 
☐ Misc. sorting tools
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